Programme Frank Collymore Hall  14 March 2026 


The Barbadian National Anthem played by Aymon Parris. 
	
Toreador				Mark S Doss & Ensemble		Carmen, Bizet 	
Io son l’umile ancella 		Melinda Hughes			Adriana Lecouvreur, Cilea
Una furtiva lagrima 			Nathan Richards 			L’Elisir d’Amore, Donizetti 
Quel guardo il cavaliere		Shantal Martin			Don Pasquale, Donizetti 
E lucevan stelle    			Joseph Calleja			Tosca, Puccini 
Vissi darte				Melinda 				Tosca, Puccini
Dio che nell’alma infondere	Joseph & Mark 			Don Carlos, Verdi 
La ci darem 				Mark & Shantal 			Don Giovanni, Mozart
Dies Bildnis 				Nathan Richards			Die Zauberflöte, Mozart
Si mi chiamano Mimi  		Melinda Hughes 			La Boheme, Puccini  
O soave Fanciulla 			Melinda & Joseph 			La Boheme, Puccini	
Nemico della patria			Mark S. Doss 		   	Andrea Chénier, Giordano
I could have danced all Night	Shantal Martin			Lerner & Loewe
O Sole Mio                                    	 Joseph  & Nathan 			Capua 	
La vie en rose                                Joseph Calleja 			Louigny
Hello Young Lovers 		 Melinda Hughes			Lerner & Lowe
Granada                                         Joseph Calleja			Lara
Libiamo 				Melinda & Joseph + Ensemble 	La Traviata, Verdi


Mattinata                                                       Joseph  with chorus 




Biographies 
Joseph Calleja has quickly become one of the most acclaimed and sought-after tenors today. He has sung many of the major lyric tenor roles such as Cavaradossi (Tosca) Opera. Rudolfo (La Boheme) Pollione (Norma), The Duke (Rigoletto), Don José (Carmen), Riccardo ( Ballo in Maschera), Alfredo (La Traviata) in opera houses such as Covent Garden, Metropolitan Opera, Opéra National de Paris, Deutsche Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper Munich and Lyric Opera of Chicago.
Calleja appears extensively in concert throughout the world. He was the featured soloist at the 2011 Nobel Prize Concert in Stockholm, was selected by the Maltese president to perform a private concert for Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, and toured Germany with soprano Anna Netrebko. After co-headlining 2012’s Last Night of the BBC Proms, 
 As an exclusive Decca Classics recording artist since 2003, the tenor boasts an extensive discography that includes complete operas and concert repertoire, as well as eight solo albums. His videography enjoys similar success, and it was his portrayal of Alfredo in the Royal Opera House’s DVD/Blu-ray release of La traviata, in which he co-stars with Renée Fleming and Thomas Hampson, that earned Calleja his first Grammy nomination. 
 Born in Malta in 1978, Joseph Calleja began singing at the age of 16, first in his church choir and then in formal training with Maltese tenor Paul Asciak. Calleja was only 19 when he made his operatic debut as Macduff in Verdi’s Macbeth at the Astra Theatre in Malta, shortly before winning an award in the Hans Gabor Belvedere Competition that launched his international career. He went on to win the 1998 Caruso Competition in Milan and was a prize winner in Plácido Domingo’s Operalia in 1999. 
 One of his native land’s biggest celebrities, Calleja was selected to serve as Malta’s first cultural ambassador in 2012, and he was named a brand ambassador for Air Malta. In 2013 he teamed up with Malta’s Bank of Valletta to form the BOV Joseph Calleja Foundation, which serves to help children and families in need.

Grammy Award–winning bass-baritone Mark S. Doss has appeared at many of the world’s leading opera houses, including Teatro alla Scala, the Vienna State Opera, Berlin Staatsoper, Lyric Opera of Chicago, San Francisco Opera, Royal Opera Covent Garden, and the Arena di Verona. A winner of the International Verdi Competition and the George London Opera Prize, he is recognized for commanding dramatic presence and exceptional vocal range. His repertoire spans Verdi, Wagner, Strauss, Puccini, French grand opera, and the major oratorios of Handel, Haydn, Mendelssohn, and Beethoven. Recent performances include Rigoletto, Amonasro, Jochanaan, Scarpia, Ramfis, and Escamillo, as well as Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and Verdi’s Requiem. Celebrated for expressive diction and interpretive authority, Mr. Doss brings both power and refinement to the stage, offering performances of immediacy, depth, and musical integrity.

Gianluca Marcianò is an internationally acclaimed Italian conductor and cultural entrepreneur, widely recognized for his dynamic artistic vision and global career. He is Founder and Artistic Director of the Lerici Music Festival and has served since 2010 as Artistic Director of the Al Bustan International Festival of Music and Performing Arts in Beirut. He is Principal Conductor of the Orchestra della Magna Grecia and Principal Guest Conductor of the Armenian State Symphony Orchestra.Marcianò regularly collaborates with leading orchestras, opera houses, and festivals across Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. Recent highlights include Wagner's Flying Dutchman at Opera de Monte Carlo with Sir Bryn Terfel and Asmik Grigoryan, concerts in Shenzhen for Verbier Festival and Shanghai, then Wroclaw, Gdansk and Budapest with Jonathan Tetelman..A graduate in Political Science and fluent in eight languages, he is deeply engaged in cultural diplomacy, artistic development, and international fundraising, combining musical excellence with visionary leadership.
Melinda Hughes is an opera singer, satirist, writer and comedian. Initially intending to study Italian and History of Art at Sussex University, she followed her passion and studied singing, graduating with honours from the Maastricht Conservatory of Music. She continued as a postgraduate at the Royal College of Music, completing her studies at The Brussels Opera Studio. She then toured Europe for three years as the soloist with the André Rieu Strauss Orchestra. Melinda has sung more than twenty lead soprano roles, including Pamina, Mimi, Musetta, The Countess, Aida, Violetta and Fiordiligi, as well as oratorios and recitals in opera houses and concert halls around the world. 
After a neck injury, Melinda pursued alternative performance avenues. She became a specialist in Weimar Cabaret releasing two CDs 'Smoke & Noise’ and Weimar & Back under the Nimbus Alliance Label. This led to a BBC Radio 4 programme about Weimar Cabaret with Barry Humphries. She is also a comedian and satirist, having written and performed in four Edinburgh Fringe shows, most notably MARGO which received 5 star accolades. She has written for Spears Magazine, The Spectator and has been a regular guest on BBC Radio 3’s InTune. Melinda curates concerts for The Chelsea Arts Club and recorded a musical project for the Grenada Pavilion at the 2023 Venice Biennale. She is on board of the Lerici Festival Italy. She runs The Speightstown Allstars with her husband Denis and co-directors Crystal Haynes & Jewel Garner, nurturing the careers of talented young opera singers.

Nathan Richards is a 32-year-old Barbadian tenor and has performed twice in The Allstars Festival with great success. Nathan studied at the Barbados Community College. Under Melinda’s tutelage he has moved up from baritone to tenor with tremendous results. The Speightstown Allstars funded a trip to London where he attended a part-time opera course, had private Italian coaching and singing lessons with London Singers Studio. He also secured a chorus and cover role in Fetes Galante with Pegasus Opera at The Britten Theatre London and sang the role of the bodyguard in Melania the Opera at the Tet-a-Tete Opera Festival. Nathan has been accepted into the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and will start his two year masters in September 2026


Shantal Martin is a passionate young opera and musical theatre singer. She graduated from The Manhattan School of Music with a Bachelors in 2017 and holds a Masters degree in Classical Voice and Opera Performance. Shantal is already accomplished enough to be working and is signed with The Lamonte Management Company in London but she will need to spend three months in London to have access to top training facilities, renowned instructors, and unparalleled networking opportunities. Auditions can be inconvenient with little warning so being in or as close to London is essential. Shantal is also a registered and certified Pilates instructor, makeup artist, and a social media influencer/content creator. 




